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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1J14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
ehgible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/29/03 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 12 depended upon 
canceled claim 10. Should it be depended upon claim 9 instead? Appropriate correction is 
required. 

The claim is examined as best understood as depended upon claim 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. et al 
(5866260) in view of Merritt (6458440) and Bigler (1284997). 

Adams Jr. et al (figure 4B) shows a method comprising providing masking material and 
an adhesive disposed over a first face of the substrate (col 31ines 53-55), providing a pane (18) 
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having a surface, an unmasked apron of the surface of the pane surrounding the protective 
covering, the unmasked apron being large enough to receive a sash (28) yet small enough that 
the protective covering protects a portion of the pane not covered by the sash. 

Adams et al does not show the step of calculating a number of strips and an overlap 
dimension for forming a protective covering sized so that an unmasked apron of the surface of 
the pane will surround the protective covering, forming the covering by applying masking 
material strips onto the surface of the pane in a sequentially overlapping fashion with each 
subsequent strip partially overlapping a preceding strip by the overlap dimension, forming a tab 
by folding the substrate of at least one strip so that a first portion of the substrate overlaps a 
second portion of the substrate. 

Merritt shows a step of forming a protective covering on a glass pane with tabs to enable 
easy removal of the covering from the glass pane. 

Bigler shows the step of covering a large area with sequentially overlapping layers of 
protective coverings. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al to show the step of calculating a number of strips and an 
overlap dimension for forming a protective covering sized so that an unmasked apron of the 
surface of the pane will surround the protective covering, forming the covering by applying 
masking material strips onto the surface of the pane in a sequentially overlapping fashion with 
each subsequent strip partially overlapping a preceding strip by the overlap dimension, forming a 
tab by folding the substrate of at least one strip so that a first portion of the substrate overlaps a 
second portion of the substrate because predetermining the required quantity of a covering 
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needed to cover an area by its dimensions and overlapping dimensions is well known in the art as 
it would enable a person to predetermine the quantity of covering required and thus have the 
necessary supply available for use and thus save time, and having the covering sequentially 
overlapping each other would enable the covering of a large area without resorting to a large 
piece of covering material as taught by Bigler, and having a tab formed by folding the substrate 
so that at least a portion of the substrate overlapping a second portion of the substrate would 
enable easy removal of the covering from the glass pane, and the examiner takes Official Notice 
of the equivalence of a folded tab and an unadhesived tab for their use in the covering art and the 
selection of any of these known equivalents to enable easy peeling of the covering would be 
within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. et al 
(5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997) and Smith (5330232). 

Adams Jr. et al (figure 4B) shows a method of covering the window assembly having an 
insulating glass unit by providing masking material comprising a substrate and an adhesive 
disposed over a first face of the substrate, a pane (18) having a pane surface, forming an 
unmasked apron on the pane around the covering, the apron being large enough to receive a sash 
yet small enough that the covering protects a portion of the pane not covered by the sash. 

Adams Jr. et al does not show the step of calculating a number of strips and an overlap 
dimension for forming a protective covering sized so that an unmasked apron of the pane surface 
surrounds the protective covering, applying a plurality of masking material strips onto the pane 
surface in a sequentially overlapping fashion according to the overlap dimension, applying an 
information bearing sheet over the covering. 
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Smith (figure 6-7) shows the method step of applying an information bearing sheet over a 
substrate. 

Bigler shows the steps of overlapping covering strips to cover a large area. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al to show the step of calculating a number of strips and an 
overlap dimension for forming a protective covering sized so that an unmasked apron of the pane 
surface surrounds the protective covering, applying a plurality of masking material strips onto 
the pane surface in a sequentially overlapping fashion according to the overlap dimension 
because predetermining the required quantity of a covering needed to cover an area by its 
dimensions and overlapping dimensions is well known in the art as it would enable a person to 
predetermine the quantity of covering strips required and thus have the necessary supply 
available for use and thus save time, and having the covering sequentially overlapping each other 
would enable the covering of a large area without resorting to a large piece of covering material 
as taught by Bigler, and having an information bearing sheet on the covering as taught by Smith 
would enable the covering to illustrate designs, advertisement, and instructions for 
users/workers/ onlookers . 

4. Claims 5, 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997) and Smith (5330232). 

Adams Jr. et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the information 
bearing sheet comprising a sheet stock and a second adhesive disposed upon a first face of the 
sheetstock, a second adhesive disposed upon a first face of the sheetstock, the sheetstock 
comprising a substantially frangible material, the sheetstock being paper. 
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Smith further shows the bearing sheet being a sheetstock and a second adhesive(43) 
disposed on a first face of the sheetstock (figure 7), the sheet stock being a substantially frangible 
material, the sheet stock being paper. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al's modified structure to show the information bearing sheet 
comprising a sheet stock and a second adhesive disposed upon a first face of the sheetstock, a 
second adhesive disposed upon a first face of the sheetstock, the sheetstock comprising a 
substantially frangible material, the sheetstock being paper as taught by Smith because it would 
enable the easy application of information on a substrate as taught by Smith. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. et al 
(5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997) and Smith (5330232). 

Adams Jr. et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the second 
adhesive having substantially greater adhesion than the first adhesive. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams et al's modified structures to show the second adhesive having 
substantially greater adhesion than the first adhesive because it would enable easy peeling away 
of the information material from the covering without removing the covering from the pane 
surface. 

6. Claims 9, 12, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams 
Jr. et al (5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997). 

Adams Jr. et al (figure 4B) shows a window assembly having an insulating glass unit (18, 
figure 4B) including a first pane having a first surface, a protective covering (22b, 24b) disposed 
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over a masked portion of the first surface of the first pane, the protective covering being sized 
and positioned so that an unmasked apron of the surface extends between an outer periphery of 
the protective covering and an outer periphery of the pane, the unmasked apron (20b) being large 
to receive a sash (26, figure 5B) yet small enough that the protective covering protects a portion 
of the pane not covered by the sash. 

Adams Jr. et al does not show the protective covering comprising a plurality of strips 
disposed across the first surface of the first pane in a sequentially overlapping fashion with each 
subsequent strip overlapping a portion of a preceding strip by an overlap dimension, so that the 
protective covering can be easily removed on strip at a time. 

Bigler shows a plurahty of covering strips overlapping sequentially to provide covering 
to a large surface, the first strip being overlapped a portion by an overlap dimension by a 
subsequent strip. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams et al to show the protective covering comprising a plurality of strips 
disposed across the first surface of the first pane in a sequentially overlapping fashion with each 
subsequent strip overlapping a portion of a preceding strip by an overlap dimension, so that the 
protective covering can be easily removed on strip at a time because it was known in the art that 
covering a large surface with multiple covering strips of material instead of a large one would 
enable cost savings per manufacturing and transportation ease as taught by Bigler. 

Per claims 12, 24, Adams et al as modified by Bigler shows the plurality of strips 
comprising a second strip partially overlapping a first strip, a third strip partially overlapping the 
second strip, the plurality of trips comprising n strips with the nth strip partially overlapping an 
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(n-1) strip of the plurality of protective strips, each strip of the protective covering having a tab 
portion (the part overlapping each other). 

7. Claims 11, 13 are rejected xmder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997) and further in view of Merritt (6458440). 

Adams Jr. et al as rnodified shows all the claimed hmitations except for the first strip 
comprises a first tab, the nth strip comprises an nth tab. 

Merritt discloses a plurality of coverings each having a tab to enable easy removal of the 
coverings fi*om the protected glass surface. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al's modified structures to show the first strip comprises a first 
tab, the nth strip comprises an nth tab because having a tab at the end each covering would 
enable easy removal of the covering fi"om a glass pane as taught by Merritt. 

8. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Bigler (1284997) as applied to claim 9 above and fiarther in view of 
Smith (5330232) 

Adams et al as modified by Bigler shows all the claimed limitations except for an 
information bearing sheet overlaying the protective covering, the information bearing sheet 
comprising a sheetstock having a first side and a second side, the information bearing sheet 
including second indicia printed on a second side thereof, the information bearing sheet 
including first indicia printed on a first side thereof, the information bearing sheet including a 
second adhesive overlaying the first indicia and the first side of the sheetstock. 
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Smith (figure 7) shows an information bearing sheet (44) overlaying the protective 
covering(24), the information bearing sheet comprising a sheetstock having a first side and a 
second side, the information bearing sheet including second indicia (25) printed on a second side 
thereof, the information bearing sheet including first indicia (46) printed on a first side thereof, 
the information bearing sheet including a second adhesive(43) overlaying the first indicia and the 
first side of the sheetstock 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams et al's modified structure to show an information bearing sheet 
overlaying the protective covering, the information bearing sheet comprising a sheetstock having 
a first side and a second side, the information bearing sheet including second indicia printed on a 
second side thereof, the information bearing sheet including first indicia printed on a first side 
thereof, the information bearing sheet including a second adhesive overlaying the first indicia 
and the first side of the sheetstock as taught by Smith because having the information bearing 
sheet having indicia on either first or second side with a second adhesive overlaying the indicia 
on the first side of the sheetstock would enable the easy application of the information bearing 
sheet to the substrate as taught by Smith. 

9. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. et al 
(5866260) in view of Smith (5330232) and Bigler (1284997). 

Adams Jr. et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the second 
adhesive having substantially greater adhesion than the first adhesive. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams et al's modified structures to show the second adhesive having 
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substantially greater adhesion than the first adhesive because it would enable easy peeling away 
of the information material from the covering without removing the covering from the pane 
surface. 

10. Claims 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Smith (5330232) and Bigler. 

Adams Jr. et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the second 
adhesive and the protective covering being substantially transparent or substantially translucent. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams et al's modified structures to show the second adhesive and the 
protective covering being substantially transparent or substantially translucent because having 
translucent/transparent covering and adhesive would enable the seeing through of the covered 
glass pane and thus allowing sun-light into a working environment which results in an 
appealing/lighted work area. 

11. Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Smith (5330232) and Bigler. 

Adams et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for the indicia having 
an advertisement for goods likely to be purchased, the indicia having a National Fenestration 
Rating Council rating for the window assembly. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Smith to show the indicia having an advertisement for goods likely to be 
purchased, the indicia having a National Fenestration Rating Council rating for the window 
assembly because it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to show the indicia 
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having an advertisement for goods likely to be purchased, or the indicia having a National 
Fenestration Rating Council rating for the window assembly as the establishment of different 
advertisements and instructions on a label is well-known in the art. 

12. Claims 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. et al 
(5866260) in view of Bigler. 

Adams et al as modified shows all the claimed limitations except for an adhesive 
disposed over a first face of the substrate, the tab portion of each strip overlapping a second 
portion of the substrate so that the adhesive overlaying the first portion is adhered to the adhesive 
overlaying the second portion. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al's modified structure to show an adhesive disposed over a 
first face of the substrate, the tab portion of each strip overlapping a second portion of the 
substrate so that the adhesive overlaying the first portion is adhered to the adhesive overlaying 
the second portion because it would fiirther enhance the attachment of one strip of the protective 
covering to another strip of the protective covering. 

13. Claims 26-28, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams 
Jr. et al (5866260) in view of Bigler. 

Adams Jr. et al shows a method of protecting a masked area of a surface having the steps 
of providing masking material having a width, the protective covering having a plurality of 
strips, the covering having an unmasked apron on the first surface surrounding the protective 
covering. 
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Adams Jr. et al does not show the step of providing the width of the masking material to a 
masking calculator, providing a desired width of the masking area to the masking calculator, 
calculating a number of strips and an overlap dimension for forming the covering sized so that an 
unmasked apron of the first surface surrounds the covering, applying the plurality of strips to the 
surface in an overlapping fashion according to the overlap dimension, the step of detecting a 
dimension of the planar surface. 

Bigler shows the steps of covering a large area with a protective covering by overlapping 
a plurality of covering in sequential fashion with each strip partially overlapping a preceding 
strip by the overlap dimension. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Adams Jr. et al to show the step of providing the width of the masking 
material to a masking calculator, providing a desired width of the masking area to the masking 
calculator, calculating a number of strips and an overlap dimension for forming the covering 
sized so that an unmasked apron of the first surface surrounds the covering, applying the 
plurality of strips to the surface in an overlapping fashion according to the overlap dimension as 
taught by Bigler, the step of detecting a dimension of the planar surface because having the 
protective covering made of a plurality of strips to cover a large area instead of a large one would 
enable cost savings per manufacturing and transportation ease, and the use of a calculator, a 
computer etc. . .to calculate an optimum result per a certain dimension of a covering is well- 
known in the art as it helps provide quick accurate calculations and thus cost savings. 
14. Claims 29-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Adams Jr. 
et al (5866260) in view of Smith (5330232). 
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Adams Jr. et al (figure 4B) shows a method of covering the window assembly having an 
insulating glass unit by providing masking material comprising a substrate and an adhesive 
disposed over a first face of the substrate, a pane (18) having a pane surface, forming a protective 
covering comprising the masking material on a surface of a pane, the protective covering being 
sized and positioned so that an unmasked apron of the surface extends between an outer 
periphery of the protective covering and an outer periphery of the pane, the unmasked apron 
(20b) being large to receive a sash (26, figure 5B) yet small enough that the protective covering 
protects a portion of the pane not covered by the sash, the covering and the glass pane being 
transported to a point of use. 

Adams Jr. et al does not show the step of providing information related to the window 
assembly, printing the information on a sheet and attaching the information bearing sheet to the 
protective covering, transporting the information bearing sheet to a point of use. 

Smith (figure 6-7) shows the method step of applying an information bearing sheet over a 
substrate. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Adams Jr. et al to show the step of providing information related to the window 
assembly, printing the information on a sheet and attaching the information bearing sheet to the 
protective covering as taught by Smith, transporting the information bearing sheet to a point of 
use because having information bearing sheet on the covering would enable the covering to 
illustrate designs, advertisement, instructions for users/workers/onlookers, and having the 
information bearing sheet on the covering during transportation would enable a worker 
transporting the window pane to have access to required handling equipment and is thus desired. 
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Response to Arguments 
15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4-9, 1 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art shows different covering designs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phi D A whose telephone number is 703-306-9136. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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